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Changes to cattle grazing in Victoria’s Alpine National Park

Research trial – strategic cattle grazing to reduce the risk of bushfire

The Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) is investigating the use of strategic cattle grazing as a tool to reduce bushfire risk in Victoria’s high country, including the Alpine National Park.

Following a review of the data currently available, there is not enough evidence to form an opinion on how effective strategic cattle grazing is for fuel and fire management purposes.

So DSE has commissioned a scientific research program, with 400 cattle recently introduced to six sites over 26,200 hectares, or 4% of the Alpine National Park for the remainder of the 2010/11 grazing season – which runs until 30 June 2011.
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Map of scientific trial sites in the Alpine National Park (PDF - 2.9 MB)
(If you would like to receive this map in an accessible format, please telephone 136 186, 1800 122 969 (TTY), or email customer.service@dse.vic.gov.au)

During the next 10 months, and based on initial results, a longer scientific research program will be developed.

Research sites have been carefully selected to avoid or minimise significant environmental impacts and will only use sites that have been grazed in the past. No grazing will occur on Bogong High Plains as part of the research.

Professor Mark Adams will lead an expert team during the research program. Professor Adams is leading the High Fire Project for the Bushfire Cooperative Research Centre and is Dean of School, Facility of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources at the University of Sydney. Fuel reduction services will be provided by local graziers.

The six-year scientific research trial will help DSE meet responsibilities under the State's National Parks Act to “ensure that appropriate and sufficient measures are taken to protect each national park and state park from injury by fire".

For more information, please contact: 

Mr Lee Miezis 
Director, Forests and Parks Management and Operations, 
Forests and Parks Division
Department of Sustainability and Environment
PO Box 500
EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002
Email lee.miezis@dse.vic.gov.au

Frequently asked questions

Why is the Government bringing back cattle grazing?
When was cattle grazing removed from the Alpine National Park?
Why was grazing removed from the park?
Why is a scientific trial being conducted?
Isn’t it proven that ‘grazing doesn’t reduce blazing’?
Have the areas for the trial been previously grazed?
What is the area of the Alpine National Park that will be grazed as part of the trial?
How many cattle will be allowed into the Alpine National Park as part of the trial?
How have the sites been selected for the trial?
Who is running the trial?
What does the trial involve?
How are natural values and threatened species being protected during the trial?
How does the environmental impact of grazing compare to other fuel reduction approaches?
How will compliance be managed?
Has the Australian Government been advised of the trial?

Why is the Government bringing back cattle grazing?
The State Government has committed to investigating the use of strategic cattle grazing to reduce the risk of bushfire in Victoria’s high country.

When was cattle grazing removed from the Alpine National Park?
Licensed cattle grazing was removed from the Alpine National Park in 2005 and 2006 under the previous government.

Why was grazing removed from the park?
The decision to stop cattle grazing in the Alpine National Park was made by the previous State Government, based on its opinion that the continuation of grazing did not make environmental or economic sense. The decision was made after considering the issues and opinions identified by the Alpine Grazing Taskforce, based on the available scientific, social and economic evidence at the time.

The Taskforce raised a number of issues in its report and identified a range of options for the management of cattle grazing in the Park. These warrant further and more detailed investigation from a fire management perspective.

Why is a scientific trial being conducted?
There is a need to collect more evidence and research that looks at the direct effects of grazing on fuel load and structure in all alpine and subalpine ecosystems.

Before cattle are introduced into the Park for fuel reduction purposes, DSE’s Secretary must be satisfied with the effectiveness of cattle grazing as a fuel reduction measure, including non-fuel reduction impacts. So a trial is being conducted to gather that information and evidence.

Isn’t it proven that ‘grazing doesn’t reduce blazing’?
No. The use of grazing as an effective fuel management tool has been an issue of debate for many years, with a general lack of peer reviewed science to support the differing opinions.

This scientific trial will focus on a range of ecosystems in the Alpine National Park, including wooded areas and will build upon the existing body of research by concentrating on areas that are lacking scientific evidence.

Have the areas for the trial been previously grazed?
Yes. The trial will only be conducted on areas previously grazed.

What is the area of the Alpine National Park that will be grazed as part of the trial?
Six sites have been selected for the trial. The maximum total area of these sites is 26,200 hectares, or 4 per cent of the area of the Alpine National Park.
	Research site
	Area (ha)
	Percent of area of Alpine National Park

	Higgins
	7,920
	1.20%

	McCormack
	6,227
	0.94%

	Heywood
	3,308
	0.50%

	Treasure
	6,939
	1.05%

	Lovick
	862
	0.13%

	Rogers
	976
	0.15%

	Total
	26,231
	3.97%



How many cattle will be allowed into the Alpine National Park as part of the trial?
A maximum of 400 cattle will be allowed to graze in the Alpine National Park in the 2010/11 season as part of the trial.

How have the sites been selected for the trial?
The sites for the trial have been selected to: 

· Add to the existing body of research by focusing on areas that don’t have enough scientific evidence (both geographically and vegetation type). 

· Avoid areas in the park where cattle grazing is expressly prohibited under legislation. 

· Minimise risks to listed national heritage values, threatened species and communities. No sites will be located on the Bogong High Plains. 

· Provide for ease of access to the site for cattle. Research sites will generally be close to private property or areas of State forest currently under grazing licence. 

· Cover a range of site variables, such as altitude, slope, aspect and ecological vegetation class. 

· Restrict cattle grazing under the research trial to areas that have been previously grazed.
Who is running the trial?
The trial is being conducted by DSE, led by Professor Mark Adams of the University of Sydney.

Professor Adams has held professorial positions at the University of Western Australia, the University of Melbourne and the University of NSW. In 2006, he finished a six-year term as a member of the Board of Trustees for the World Agroforestry Centre in Nairobi, Kenya.

He has published widely, with a focus on sustainability and biogeochemistry of natural and managed ecosystems. He has received a range of fellowships and awards in Australia, France, New Zealand and Germany.

What does the trial involve?
GPS tracking collars will be fitted to cattle to assess the impact of grazing on fuel load and structure and on the ecological condition of the park.

The first year of research will focus on: 

· Establishing methods and techniques for tracking cattle and for establishing their use (general habitat, grazing, resting) of different vegetation types 

· Establishing methods and techniques for measuring the effects of cattle on fuel loads 

· Completing analyses of scientific literature regarding grazing, fuel reduction burning, fuel load and structure and ecological parameters (e.g. plant diversity, soil condition and processes, hydrological processes, carbon and greenhouse gas processes)
	The first year will help inform and shape the subsequent years of the trial.

How are natural values and threatened species being protected during the trial?
Appropriate design principles, including site selection, will avoid and/or minimise significant impacts from the trial on important natural values and threatened species and communities.

How does the environmental impact of grazing compare to other fuel reduction approaches?
Extensive work is currently being done to better understand the environmental impacts of the major fuel management tool – planned burning. Any non-fuel impacts of grazing will be compared to the impacts of other management tools. The trial allows this to occur in a scientifically robust manner.

How will you make sure the cattle stay in the research area?
It is a condition of the contract with fuel reduction service providers that cattle be contained within designated sites. 

Regular monitoring will be done by Parks Victoria rangers to ensure that cattle are contained and failure to do so may result in prosecution under National Parks (Park) Regulations 2003 and the termination of the contracts.

Has the Australian Government been advised of the trial?
DSE has written to the Australian Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities advising of the trial and offering a full briefing.
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